Imagine that you worked for a different news outlet and you were preparing a news report to critique the one you just watched. Write a script for a news report that would identify concerns you have about the information presented in this news report and explain how social and environmental factors shape teens' behavior, based on the two required research articles for this week.

In order to improve upon social problems in the future, it is important for everyone to have evidence about current issues. So, the purpose of this assignment is for you to explain social science information in an appealing way. There are two things you will need to focus on in this assignment. One is content—what misleading or incomplete information do you see in the news report, and what evidence in the research articles highlights how we can support teens in developing positive behavior patterns?

The other thing you will need to focus on is how to present content. First, you will need to discuss what you've read in the research articles in your own words (paraphrase), in order to explain key points with a minimum of jargon. In addition, you'll need to consider what types of stakeholders you think should be included in a news report about age. The original news report included a panel of news reporters, along with one professor. What stakeholders do you think belong in your project? For example, might you like to interview the authors of these articles? A teenager? Someone from the original news report?

Give consideration also to where the news report takes place. The original news report took place in a news station. Do you prefer this setting, or do you think another location (a K-12 school? a university? a teen's workplace or a place where they volunteer? somewhere else?) would help get across a useful message? Why?

After writing your script, reflect in a few sentences on the process of expressing academic content for a general audience. What did you do to make your news report interesting to the audience? What are some of the benefits and challenges of making social science research public?

How you will be graded:

Acknowledging specific problems in the original news report

25 points

Using information from both required readings in the script

25 points

Paraphrasing from the readings, as opposed to copying word for word
25 points

Meeting the word count (750 words)





25 points

Total









100 points

Document formatting (e.g., margins, italics, spacing) will not be calculated into the grade.

