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Project: Design Free Open Educational
Resources (OER) for Adult Education

The Service Learning Project focuses on the design and development of free open educational
resources (OER) for adult basic education. The project idea comes from the non-profit organization,
Designers for Learning (http:/designersforlearning.org/).. The end result will contribute to the Adult
Learning Zone: A Designers for Learning Project _(https:/www.oercommons.org/groups/designers-
for-learning-adult-learning-zone/626/) ..

Project Challenge: Adult Basic Education

Our focus in this service-learning experience is support for adults who are striving to attain basic
education. According to Designers for Learning (2016), 774 million adults in the world cannot read and
write and 30 million US adults do not achieve high school diploma. The following infographic prepared

by Digital Promise (http:/digitalpromise.org/2014/04/19/americas-adult-skills-gap/) highlights the need
versus resources to support the millions of U.S. adults without literacy and math skills.

PIAAC Fact Sheet

MNew Data on the Skills of American Adults

he Orgarszation for Economic Cooperation and Development (QECD) released an assessment of the basic skilis

of adults in 24 QECD member countries, ncludmg the Uinited States. in October 2013, The resulls from the

survey, known as the Program for International Assessment of Adult Competencies, indicate that a significant
numbser of U5, adults lack basic skills, and Amenca lags behind other member countries in bteracy, numeracy. and
problem sobing in technalogy -nch environments

I{ey I-'indings ........................................
1in 6 American Adults Have Nearly 1in 3 Have Less-
Less-Than-Basic Literacy Than-Basic Numeracy Skills
Roughly 36 million U.S, adults have only bassc Almost 30 percent of ULS. adults have difficulty solving
vocabulary knowiedge and struggle when waorking with anything beyond simple mathematical operations
anything other than short texts mvolving counting, sorting, and bassc arithmetic

The U.S. Lags Behind in Digital Literacy,

Problem Solving

Arnencan ddults performied below the intermational average when it came to using digital
technology to acquire and evaluate information, communicale with others, and perform

ol practical tasks.

What PIAAC Tells Us About
Individuals With Low Basic Skills hadd
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Many Have Earned a High m_
School Diploma

u 20 percent of adulls with a high school dploma have less- -
than-basic literacy shills and 35 parcent of adults with a Skﬁl LEVEIS {}f
high school degree have bess- than -basic numeracy skills Y{)ung ﬁ{iul‘ts

Are Slipping
Unlike most other
countries surveyed, the
skills of younger adults in
the LLS. are not surpassing
those of older Amercans
ransing concemmns about our
ability 80 maintain a skilled
worklonse

Most Are Underemployed

63 percent of LLS. adults with low skill levels are employed, ;_FJ o
but earn low wages and lack the skills necessary to go to J .
college or advance m their Cansers

Rates Are Higher Among Minorities, Immigrants
Hespanics and blacks m the ULS are 3 10 4 times more likely 1o have bow lteracy skills than whites
One-third of low-skilled adults are imrnigrants

...As Well as Those With Learning Disabilities
Nearly 35 percent of ULS. adulls with a learning disability scored at the lowest lewels n lteracy on
the FAAC survey. In math, that figure was nearly SO percent

Millions Are Unable to Find Help

Almeost 3 milkon ULS. adults are mot enrolled in an adult education program, but would like to be

e
) Dlgltal._Erc_mlse digitalpromise.org [ @digitalpromise [ tacebook comidigitalpromise

Project Overview

As an instructional designer in this project-based course, you will develop open educational resources
(OER) for adult basic education based on the following project requirements:

» The instructional materials you design and develop will support adult learners with low math and
literacy skills seeking to acquire new knowledge and skills to pursue their life goals and career
aspirations. Most of these adult learners have not completed high school, and are taking adult basic
education courses as they prepare for careers, high school equivalency exams (e.g., the GED,
HISET, or TASC tests), or other adult basic education certifications.

» The contextualized instruction you design will target the knowledge and skills needed to be life,
career, or college ready, and will focus on authentic contexts, problems, and tasks the learners will
encounter in real life. You can find past projects at Adult Learning Zone: A Designers for Learning

Project _(https:/www.oercommons.org/groups/designers-for-learning-adult-learning-zone/626/)_ . Note
that your final project will be completed in groups in a Canvas course.

» You are able to select the real-world problem or task, and the associated knowledge and skills, that
will be the focus of your lesson, as well as the intended learner audience and grade level.

» The instructional materials you design and develop will align with the College and Career
Readiness Standards _(http:/lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/CCRStandardsAdultEd.pdf) (CCRS) that
underlie high school equivalency exams and other adult basic education programs.

How to Proceed with the Project?
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Here are the suggested steps to proceed with the project:

1. Review details of the course project;

2. Discuss options/topics online under "Team Project Ideas
(https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1271396/discussion topics/4683012) " and be proactive to solicit
members,

3. Form a team of 4-5 members and confirm membership online by signing up for the Project Groups
under People (https:/webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1271396/users) - View Student Groups, and

4. After you form a team, you will have a group space to work with your team members. Collaboration
tools in your group space include Discussions, Conferences, Chat and Files.

5. Select one or more subject matter experts (SME) to work with your team. The SMEs are experts of
the content information. They are the key to your successful completion of the project. Please let me
know the contact information of you SMEs. | will contact them to complete a SME evaluation at the
end of the semester.

Instructional Design Service MOOC Course

This course project idea comes from the Instructional Design Service MOOC Course
(http://designersforlearning.org/openabemooc) facilitated by Designers for Learning
(http:/designersforlearning.org/).. You are more than welcome to enroll in the MOOC course; adapt and
submit your final project to the course to earn Instructional Design Service badges.
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